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A PLACE OF MYTHOLOGY IN R. K. NARAYAN’S
‘THE FINANCIAL EXPERT’ (1952)

Mr. Esak Sayyad Shaikh
Assistant Professor
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E-mail:es786.es@gmail.com
Mobile: 8600925994

Abstract:

This paper examined the mythological elements
in R.K. Narayan’s ‘“The Financial Expert’ .R.K.
Narayan masterfully depicts Indian mythology into
his literary works, notably “The Financial Expert,”
enriching his narratives with cultural depth and
universal resonance. An examination of mythological
elements, such as character traits, symbols, and
themes, reveals how Hindu epics and folklore
permeate Malgudi’s fictional world. Narayan’s
upbringing in a traditional Hindu milieu imbues his
understanding of Indian myths, subtly shaping
characters like Margayya, whose pursuit of wealth
mirrors timeless themes from ancient legends.
Narayan's respect for India’s cultural heritage is
palpable, despite his rationalist viewpoint, as he uses
mythology for its symbolic richness rather than for
its literal meaning.
Keywords: Myth, Mythology, Literature,
Traditional, and Indian

Review of Literature:

R.K. Narayan frequently engages with Indian
mythology, drawing on Hindu epics, stories, and
folklore. Scholars have examined the way in which
he incorporates mythological elements into his
narratives.

Pramod Kumar Singh: The Novels of R.K.
Narayan: A Critical Evaluation” is an analytical
examination of the works of the great Indian author
R.K. Narayan. Singh explores Narayan’s idcas,

characters, and storytelling strategies in great detail,
giving readers a better understanding and
appreciation for his works. This critical appraisal
illuminates Narayan’s contribution to Indian
literature, his depiction of everyday life in South
India, and the universal truths hidden in his stories.
Manimehalai. M: Influence of Indian
Mythology in Literature”

Book describes the subtle connections between
ancient myths, folklore, and contemporary
narratives, revealing a rich tapestry of cultural
influences. Manimehalai.M’s reveals how Indian
mythology continues to shape and inspire writers
throughout centuries, providing profound insights into
human nature, morality and spirituality.

Tanu Rajpal: Mythological and Folk
Elements: A Critical Study of the Selected
Novels of Raja Rao and R.K. Narayan”

Tanu Rajpal, Provides how prominent Indian
authors Raja Rao and R.K. Narayan weave
mythological and folk themes into their work. Rajpal
thoroughly studies chosen works by both authors,
revealing layers of symbolism, cultural connections,
and narrative strategies based on Indian mythology
and folklore.

The Literary Endeavour, edited by Dr. L.
Adinarayan highlights the significance ofthe regional
literature through transcreation. The journal
comprises twelve articles focusing on myth, irony,
love, non-violence, time and language, God
consciousness and narrative strategy in Narayan’s
Novels.
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